
Principal’s Message          March/April 

Icy Conditions: The fluctuating temperatures continue to be a challenge in trying to keep the school yard 

clear of ice/snow/puddles.   In icy conditions, our caretakers salt the walkways daily and the snow plow    

service is responsible for salting the parking lot.  However, it is impossible to salt the entire school yard.  

As such, when the outdoors is either too icy or too wet, we generally keep the students indoors for recess.  

We ask our parents/visitors to be extra careful when walking/driving on our school property.  As well, we 

ask that students have a pair of indoor shoes to ensure that our school hallways and classrooms are kept 

clean and free from mud.  Our younger students should have extra clothing at school if they get wet. 

 

School Safety: The safety of students is a shared interest of parents and school staff members. All     

exterior doors to the school are locked during class time. A new buzzer system has been installed for the 

front door.  Hallway activity is monitored very carefully by all staff.  Students, who need to leave their 

classrooms to go to the washroom, office, etc, always sign in and out of class, wear a pass, and the primary 

students walk in pairs.  ALL visitors  to the school and parents MUST report to the office, and if they 

have school business, they must wear a hall pass AT ALL TIMES.  Otherwise, parents/visitors ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO WALK THE HALLWAYS DURING SCHOOL HOURS.  We are committed to protecting 

our students’ learning time and of course, safety is our number one priority.   
  

Are You Moving?  If your family is planning to move out of the E.J. Sand Public School area, please inform 

the office.  In order to plan for September 2014, it is important to have accurate enrolment projections.  

It would be helpful if you could give us your forwarding address and the name of the new school. 

 

Communicating with Teachers:  If you wish to speak with your child’s teacher in person, please call ahead 

to arrange a mutually convenient time.  Dropping in just before or after school for a “short interview” is 

generally not convenient. Teachers use this time to prepare their lessons and to meet with colleagues or 

parents who have called ahead of time. 

 

EQAO:  From May 26 to June 6  all schools across Ontario will be administering the grade 3 and grade 6  

provincial assessment.  Parents/Guardians of children in grade 3 and 6 will receive further information 

about the details of the assessment at E.J. Sand.   

 

Internet Safety:  Technology is an important tool for the 21st century learner.  Students need to be    

media literate when using the internet.  It is important that parents monitor their children’s activity on the 

internet at all times.  Parents should be aware of the sites and chat rooms that their children are on. 
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Special Education Resource Teachers 

 
On behalf of the SERT team we would like to tell you  about our role and the team we work with. The acro-

nym SERT stands for Special Education Resource Teacher.  We work closely with classroom teachers, Itiner-

ant Teachers, parents and the community in order to ensure ALL students receive the appropriate supports to 

achieve academic success. We work with a team of people who are supportive and experienced in meeting our 

students’ diverse needs. 

 

Frequently itinerant teachers service E.J. Sand to provide direct support for students and to  discuss strategies 

with teachers and parents. YRDSB provides Itinerant teachers in the following areas:  

Psych-Educational Consultant 

PT/OT: Physical, Occupational Therapist 

SLP: Speech and Language Pathologists 

IT: Intervention Team 

Hearing Itinerant Teacher. 

 

If a student has been identified through the IPRC (Identification, Placement Review Committee) process, an 

IEP (Individual Education Plan) is created to meet their individual learning needs.  

 

An IEP will be developed for one of the following reasons:  

• An IEP must be developed for every student who has been identified as an "exceptional pupil" by an Identifi-

cation, Placement, and Review Committee (IPRC), in accordance with Regulation 181/98.  

• An IEP may be developed for a student who has not been formally identified as exceptional, but who has 

been deemed by the Board to require special education programs or services in order to attend school or to 

achieve curriculum expectations and/or whose learning expectations are modified from or alternative to the 

expectations set out for a particular grade level or course in a provincial curriculum policy document.  

 An IEP must be developed, as supporting documentation, if an Intensive Support Amount (ISA) funding 

claim is submitted by a school Board on behalf of a student who has not been identified as exceptional by 

an IPRC, but who is receiving a special education program and services. 

 

There are different levels of servicing from the special education teacher that a student may receive which al-

lows for flexibility to best meet the student’s needs.  

 

Indirect Service:  The student is placed in the regular classroom for the entire day and is monitored as re-

quired to ensure success.  

Resource Assistance:  The student is placed in the regular classroom for most or all of the day and receives 

specialized instruction in a specific area to achieve success.   

Withdrawal Assistance: The student is placed in the regular classroom and receives support outside the 

classroom in a small class setting. 

Student Services Centre: The student  receives support for 51% of the school day from the SERT in a small 

class setting. 

 

Communication between home and school is one of the keys to student success. We hope that this short expla-

nation of a few of the Special Education services will enhance your understanding of the Special Education 

resources.  

 

Mrs. Weiner          Mrs. Lee 



 

Valentines Day Dance 

 

Many thanks to the parents on the School Council for organizing the dance. The students thor-

oughly enjoyed the activities and the snacks.  During this winter of unusually cold days the dance 

was a welcome activity.   

 

MESSAGE FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Our next School Council Meeting is Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

at 7:00 p.m. in the library 

All parents/guardians are welcome! 

New Front Door Entry System 

 

E.J. Sand is equipped with a front door locking system. All doors will be locked by 9:15 am each 

day.  All visitors, including parents/guardians will be required to use the buzzer at the front 

door.  Visitors, parents/guardians must sign in at the office upon entry. 

 

 

Kindergarten Registration 

 

E.J. Sand offers full-day every day kindergarten 

 

Children born 2010 are eligible for Junior Kindergarten 

Children born in 2009 are eligible for Senior Kindergarten 

 

Documents required 

 

Proof of child’s age ( birth certificate/passport) 

Proof of residency ( for the child, parent/guardian) 

Citizenship and immigration status (for the child, parent/guardian where applicable) 

Direction of school support form (school provides the form) 

 

Please note that all the documentation above must be submitted to the school before your child can be en-

rolled. 

There will be a kindergarten orientation session on May 22, 2014 welcoming our JK students and parents 

to Kindergarten for September 2014. 



 

E.J. Sand Movie Night 

 

Thursday March 6th, 2014 

6:30 pm Pizza /Popcorn/Drinks for Sale  

7:00 pm Movie in the Gym 

                        

  

                                                                    Apps  

 

 

Parents need to be aware of apps that their children may download.  Many of the talking apps 

are designed for children and are what is called a self contained app. When a talking app is 

downloaded, make sure that the child mode is accepted. A problem can occur if the child inad-

vertently taps the phone or slides their finger across the screen  triggering the app to switch  to 

an adult mode. The app then connects to a chat room. The goal of the app is to gather data for 

advertising. However, the questions asked can be very uncomfortable and disconcerting. Please 

talk with your child about technology safety. 

 

Jump Rope for Heart 

 

Students will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart Tuesday March 4th, 2014.  

An assembly was held earlier to demonstrate a variety of skipping techniques.  The Jump Rope 

for Heart will be held in the afternoon.  Each class has signed up for a time to participate. 

Thank you to the school community for supporting Jump Rope for Heart 

 

March Break 

 

March Break is from Monday March 10th to Friday March 14th  

 

School resumes on Monday March 17th, 2014 

PA DAY   Friday, March 7th, 2014 

No School 



Program
Information:
4pm-6pm Monday - Thursday
 
Cost:
$45 per day (2 hrs) + initial (1 hr) 
intake fee. Students are required 
to participate in the program a 
minimum of twice a week, for the 
two hour duration. 

About the Program

The Evoke Study Space program is designed to help students develop effective 
routines, complete homework and assignments on time, stay organized and on 
top of their work, plan ahead, lower feelings of anxiety, and become confident, 
active learners.  Students learn to take on more responsibility for their learning 
and become more self-directed.

Skills

The program offers homework and assignment checks, assistance with creating 
daily and weekly plans for long-term projects, and guidance for allocating study 
time. Active study skills for tests and exams are outlined and taught. Academic 
Mentors help students prioritize and adjust their study schedule as necessary, 
work with them to address challenges as they arise, and show students how to 
break down assignments into manageable chunks with due dates. Students also 
receive support in organizing their materials, binders, book bags, backpacks, 
notes and handouts.

Structure 

Mentors provide guidance, encouragement, and explanations as needed to help 
students complete their work and assignments.  Snacks are provided or students 
may bring their own. 

(NOTE:  An additional Study Space program will take place in
Evoke’s Aurora office.) 

For more information, or to register your child, please contact:
Learning Disabilities Association of York Region: 905-884-7933 ext. 23
Evoke Learning: (www.evokelearning.ca)

LDAYR AND EVOKE LEARNING PRESENT:

Program fees are transferable
but non-refundable.

www.evokelearning.ca

LDA-York Region
11181 Yonge St. (3rd Floor)
Richmond Hill, ON. L4S 1L2
(905) 884-7933 EXT. 23

Email: info@ldayr.org                www.ldayr.org





S u n M on Tu e  We d Th u  F ri  S a t  

        
 

1 

2 3  4 
 
Jump Rope for 
Heart  in the after-
noon 

5 
 
*popcorn 

6 
EJ Sand Movie 
Night.  7 pm in the 
Gym .  Movie -
’Frozen” 

7  
 
    PA Day 
    No School 

8 

6 10 11 12 13 14 16 

16 17 18  19 
 
*popcorn 

20 21–Pizza 22 

23 24 25 
Gr 5-8 performance 
9:30 am 
 
 

 

26  
 

27 
 
Character Matters 
Assembly @ 11:20 
a.m. 

28  
 
Pizza 

29 

30   31 

March 2014– Month-At-A-Glance  

March Break Holidays 

Character Matters Attribute: Perseverance 



S u M on Tu e  We d Th u  F ri  S a t  
    1 2 

Grade 8 Gradua-
tion Photos 
*popcorn 
 

3 
 

4  
 
Pizza 

5 

6 7 
 
Kg –4 Performance  
11:30 am 

8 9  
 
*popcorn 

10 11  
 
Pizza 

12 

13 
 

14  
 
Vaisakhi 

15  
 
Pesach 

 

16  
 
*popcorn 
Gr 5-8 Perform-
ance 9am 

17  
 
 

18  
 
School Holiday 
Good Friday 
Holy Friday 

19 

20 21  
 
School Holiday 
Ridvan 

22  
 
Earth Day 
 
Fire Drill 3 pm 

23  
 
*popcorn 

Rain date  
Fire drill  
3 pm 

24 
 
Gr 7 and 8 immu-
nization shots 

25 
 
(pizza—new orders 

for April to June be-
gin) 

26 

27 28 
 
Character Matters 
Assembly @ 9:10 
a.m. 

29 30  
 
*popcorn 

   

 
April 2014-Month-At-A-Glance  

 
Character Matters Attribute: Courage 

Forms for pizza 

go home early 

April 
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